
SOWK 3340 Policy Paper


FORMAT INSTRUCTIONS

The purpose of this social policy paper is to demonstrate your ability to think; however, it is important to follow the formatting instructions. 

Papers must be: 	APA FORMAT
Typed
12 pt. Times New Roman
Double spaced 
1” margin on all sides 
Outline form 
MINIMUM of 10 pages in length

Type the paper in the outline form that is presented in these instructions. For each part of the outline, type the issue presented as well as your answer. For example: 

	III. A. Why have this policy
		Your answer  

References MUST BE CITED. You must use the American Psychological Association (APA) guideline for writers. 





FRAMEWORK FOR POLICY ANALYSIS PAPER

I. Executive Summary (in place of an abstract)
Start the executive summary with a few short sentences that: 
State the assigned topic 
Introduce the current policy on the topic 

Summarize the proposed policy in one or two (more if necessary, try to be brief) short paragraphs. 
Discuss the nature, scope, and primary issues surrounding the proposed policy. Briefly: what is the proposed policy and why do we have this policy. WHAT IS THE GOAL OF THE POLICY? Be brief (you will expand your thoughts in the literature review of the section.) 
Make sure you stick to the topic that has been assigned to you. The policy you discuss must relate to your assigned topic. 
Policy papers should not be service papers. It is not appropriate to present a paper for this assignment that presents an argument similar to the follow: Children with behavior disorders should receive heavy doses of cognitive therapy rather than behavioral therapy. 

II. Literature Review
Discuss and synthesize the issues surrounding the topic and your chosen policy that exist in academic journals. What scholarship exists surrounding this issue? Who are the important scholars in this area and what do they say that supports your position? Is there any controversy in the literature? 
Three to five references will usually suffice. A superior paper will have many references demonstrating that the author of the paper has a broad knowledge of the topic and the controversial issues inherent in the topic. Make certain that the references relate to the topic you are covering in your analysis of the proposed policy. Opinions from local social workers are not appropriate here. Internet sites of special interest groups who do not produce scholarly research are not appropriate. The literature review should be at least 3-5 pages in length. References must be cited. You must use the American Psychological Association (APA) guideline for writers. 
The literature review should provide the reader with a succinct discussion of the issues surrounding the proposal as well as the sources of further information. Some readers will want to use your references as a launching point for their own research. 
You should tie the literature review to the policy proposal. How does the proposal fit with the literature? For instance, if your literature review section suggests that there are 3,000,000 homeless people consisting largely of parents with small children, how does that fact match the policy proposal you offer or are analyzing? 

III. Issues dealt with by the policy (Outline form)
What is the proposed or current policy? Outline the policy. Do not assume that the reader understands this issue. Discuss the specific and measurable goals of the proposed policy. Do not say that this was discussed in an earlier part of the paper. Repeat the policy design here.  This part of the analysis is critical to the rest of the paper. If not done well, the reader will not understand your policy position and cannot analyze the rest of your paper. If you do not spell out the policy here, your grade will suffer. 

Why have this policy? Again, do not say that this was discussed earlier. Very briefly outline this information here. What are the major problems necessitating this policy? This should be tied to the literature review. You are an expert in this field. What are the needs of potential recipients and what will be offered to them from this policy? 

List and discuss the major categories of people affected by the proposed policy and identify the type of effect on each category. Use complete sentences in your answer. For example, if you proposed a national health insurance policy: 

45,000,000 Americans with no health insurance would be covered 
Physicians would have more customers 
Insurance companies would have more business (or none if you propose to nationalize health insurance) 

What is the perspective of the Social Work profession concerning your policy? Provide evidence. What are policy statements of NASW on this issue? What perspective did you find in the Encyclopedia of Social Work? What statements exist from national social work leaders? 

List and discuss the collaboration with clients and client groups surrounding this policy. Is there any documented collaboration with clients? Who are the advocacy groups concerned with this policy? What is their position? Don’t just say that advocates support the position. Provide evidence and use citations. 

What are the OVERT and COVERT objectives of this policy? 

Overt objectives – list the major features (the features of the policy are what is written in the bills and what is said aloud) 
Covert objectives – list the major covert features (the features of the policy that are not written and not said, but may be intended features of the policy. The covert features are very often unstated. You need to critically think.) 

What is the nature of the benefits of the proposed or current policy? Briefly explain each one that is part of the proposed policy. (Cash, in-kind, opportunities, goods, credits, power, services, none, all) 

Value assumptions of the proposed or current policy

Discuss the proposed policy relationship to equity and equality. Does it reflect both values? Neither? 

Discuss other value assumptions of the proposed policy.

Discuss the following areas. Does the proposed policy promote: 
Cost effectiveness or social effectiveness
Freedom of choice or social control 
Freedom of dissent or efficiency 
Local autonomy or centralization 

Nature and size of the primary target population. Give citations or say this is a personal estimate. If you are estimating, tell how you reached that estimate. 

Anticipated effect upon intended target population

Intended: This is the goal of the proposed or current policy. This is what we want and expect. 

Unintended: What we do not want or expect

Costs and benefits 

Potential dollar costs? (citation: how did you arrive at this dollar amount? If you are estimating the cost, tell how you reached that estimate)

Who pays, who benefits, how much? 

How will or how does the policy promote changes in the social delivery system? How will the quality of service be improved? Most important, how will or how does this policy provide leadership in the area of practice improvement? This relates to the implementation of the policy. Poor implementation can destroy good policies. Think this through: how will or how is this policy implemented in a manner that assures the success of the policy. 

IV. Basis of Social Allocation 
Does the policy determine eligibility and allocate benefits? 

Universal or selective? 

Individual or group characteristics as a basis for eligibility. You don’t have to provide an answer for each category, just discuss the ones that are a part of your policy
Attributed need
Compensation
Diagnostic differentiation 
Means tested
All/none/not applicable/combination

V. Implications of policy
	A. How will or how does this policy change society? 

Which groups will promote this policy? 

Which societal groups will oppose this policy? (Citations: evidence) 

How feasible is the policy? Technically? Politically? This is a judgement call. How can this be done technically? 

VI. What are the major arguments of opponents off this policy? (Can they be easily refuted – if so, refute them) 

VII. Is there are alternative policy
Is there something in place that would achieve similar objectives? What do you recommend? Why? This is a critical component of your paper. Here you tie together your formulation and analysis of the current policy and all of the proposed changes you advocate. Here you must ADVOCATE for your policy. How would you change the policy? (Utilize the policy analysis framework to create a new or updated policy). Why is this a superior course of action? Why should one agree with you? 

VIII. Bibliography 

References must be cited. You must use the APA guideline for writers. 


